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Welcome to Beachborough, a school where learning 
and having fun go hand in hand. Happy children are 
successful children and we focus on creating an 
inspiring, nurturing learning adventure where each 
and every child can flourish.

At Beachborough we encourage children to challenge themselves without fear 

of failure, to try new things and be open to a wide range of experiences: take a 

maths challenge, join a band, sing in a choir, compete in a triathlon, build a 

racing car, design an App, spend the night on a warship, dress up as an ancient 

Egyptian, learn photography, perform Shakespeare - just have a go! 

We enable children to embrace skills which will prepare them for lifelong 

learning, giving them not only the confidence and ability to think for themselves 

and approach problems with imagination and determination, but the resilience 

and self-discipline to keep on trying.

At whatever stage your child joins us, be it Nursery and Kindergarten (2½ to 4 

years), Pre-Prep (5 to 7 years) or Prep School (8 to 13 years) they will benefit 

enormously from the Beachborough adventure. We are quietly proud of our 100% 

success rate at Common Entrance and our record for scholarships, enabling 

every child to go on to the senior school of their choice, among them: Abingdon, 

Bloxham, Headington, MCS Oxford, Stowe, St Edward’s and Tudor Hall.

Beachborough is committed to an education that has the wellbeing of each child 

at its heart; to develop individuals who thrive and flourish in the fullest sense. We 

aim to equip our children to be happy and confident, form lasting relationships 

with others and develop strategies for coping with the challenges life throws at 

them – essential skills for succeeding in today’s complex, fast-moving world. 

Beachborough is an exciting adventure; if you share in our belief that happy 

children thrive, please read on.

Mr Christian Pritchard

Headmaster

welcome
“Give each child opportunities and encouragement, 
 then watch them blossom.”



Beachborough School sits in an idyllic setting on the edge of the village of 

Westbury; the modern facilities cluster around the lovely old stone Manor House 

reflecting the balance between tradition and innovation that characterises our 

school. The education we provide for over 370 boys and girls combines modern 

ideas and state-of-the-art facilities like our new ‘Technology, Engineering and 

Design’ (TED) suite, with rigorous teaching and the old-fashioned values of 

diligence, kindness and good manners.

To commemorate Beachborough’s centenary and as a tribute to the Olympic 

legacy, a splendid new 700m2 Olympic Sports Hall has been built. With a 5 

a-side football pitch, badminton courts, trampoline, cricket and archery nets,

it complements the astroturf, tennis and netball courts and acres of grass 

pitches outside.

Older children have the option of staying the night in Kites, our cosy Boarding 

House, whenever they like; this fosters their independence, strengthens their 

friendships and gives them the experience for boarding at senior school. 

Resident members of staff ensure that hair is brushed and breakfast eaten 

before the rigours of each day. A day that is bolstered by home cooked meals 

from our award-winning kitchen with puddings so legendary that children 

demand the recipes. 

Beachborough parents view boarding as a sensible answer to complications 

brought about by their busy professional lives, excellent preparation for senior 

school and a whole lot of fun. Whether it is flexible, short stay or weekly, 

children benefit from Beachborough as a day school with a boarding ethos.  

With water fights, movie nights, BBQs, swimming, games in the woods – 

boarding at Beachborough might just be the best sleepovers they ever have.

Wrap-around care is available to all parents needing early starts or later 

pick-ups for their children. No pre-booking is necessary, and from Reception

it is included in the fees. Even if you are unexpectedly held up, your child will be 

fed and entertained by familiar staff until you collect them. But beware, they are 

usually having so much fun in the plethora of afterschool activities, they may not 

want to leave! For working parents Beachborough is home to activity camps 

during the school holidays.

BODY     MIND     HEART     SOUL

“From family camp-outs to Forest School,
 the rolling grounds provide the backdrop
 for a very Beachburian education” our school



Beachborough is a non-selective school and we aim to inspire each child to strive for excellence in 

all aspects of school life; academic, cultural and sporting. For some this will culminate in academic 

scholarships to notable schools. For others it will mean overcoming obstacles to achieve their 

personal best. This is where teaching, and the meticulous monitoring of performance, matters. 

Education at Beachborough is unashamedly rounded. This does not mean it is deficient in academic

aspiration. It means that we methodically address every issue of a child’s development: intellectually, 

physically, culturally and emotionally so that they grow into well-balanced young people.

Nursery is where the Beachborough experience starts for over half our children in the Pre-Prep. 

Here, in a cleverly designed building with experienced staff, flexible sessions allow learning through 

play at an appropriate pace whilst the familiarity of people, place and expectations eases the 

transition into the Reception year. These early years, together with the solid foundations laid in 

the Pre-Prep, greatly benefit children; not just for skills they acquire, but for the values, courtesy 

and consideration towards others they assimilate as they grow.

“Pupils who are engaged, motivated 
and happy make quantum leaps”

BODY     MIND     HEART     SOUL

stimu lating



In the Prep School, we ensure that our broad academic syllabus is as stimulating and vibrant as we can make 

it; from formulating a potion for Dumbledore to illuminate a lesson on fractions, to debating with visiting 

speakers, or competing in problem solving challenges amongst the Oxford schools, education is woven into 

every opportunity and designed to enrich, delight and inspire.

Throughout the school, all classes are kept small. Individual attention forms a significant part of the learning 

experience within the Pre-Prep, whilst in the Prep School pupils are streamed – allowing the pace and content 

of each lesson to best match their ability. Our Gifted and Talented program identifies and fosters intelligence 

amongst the brightest pupils in each subject and gives them scope to be further challenged. Experience has 

taught us that children who are stretched, rather than pushed, develop positive attitudes and habits that will

carry them through life. In this, we excel.

For pupils who need extra help with the academic curriculum, our highly qualified, full-time Learning Support 

staff provide exceptional integrated support, both in the classroom and within our multisensory Learning Support 

rooms. No extra fees are charged; rather it is seen as part of our commitment to educating your child. 

Central to our educational approach is to acknowledge each time a child gives of their best: younger children 

in the Pre-Prep joyously accrue stickers, pencils and points for their team and have the pleasure of seeing their 

outstanding work framed on the Fabulous Work Wall; whilst for older Prep School children, a weekly record of 

the effort they have shown in every subject is carefully maintained. This transparency allows pupils and parents 

to celebrate hard work, regardless of ability, and gently aligns young attitudes to the values of the school.
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achie ving

“Always do your best, 
whatever the challenge”



Good pastoral care, which focuses on each and every individual, doesn’t 

happen by accident. Our joyful atmosphere conceals a well-structured 

system that touches all areas of school life. This is how we consistently 

achieve our outstanding pastoral reputation. Not just because nurture, 

understanding and support is second nature here, but because we 

actively pursue it.

Within the Prep School our well-designed Tutor system, which guides our 

senior pupils, is another successful blend of structure and care. Each Tutor 

has specific experience of resolving issues within a particular age group and 

when communication is natural and frequent, problems rarely develop. 

Tutor groups provide a vital extra dimension to the pastoral support and 

development of a child, and a point of communication for parents. 

In addition to self-development, children at Beachborough are also taught 

from an early age how to blend communal spirit with personal best. This

blend is epitomised within the school’s well-regarded Club system. In the 

Prep School four Clubs – each with its own strong identity – promote a 

sense of kinship amongst pupils regardless of age: loyalty abounds. They 

join together for assemblies and inter-club competitions, from history to 

hockey, which are keenly fought. Exemplary conduct also earns Club credits 

culminating each week in a much-coveted winning Club tea. This, in sharp 

focus, shows pupils the value of everyone’s contribution.

“Pastoral care lies at the heart 
 of Beachborough and is woven 
 into everything we do”nurtu ring
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Combined with our traditional values of honesty and kindness is a steely determination to play hard 

and play fair. Therefore, sport at Beachborough is about more than raw talent and fitness; it is about 

leadership, teamwork and endeavour. Whilst we are often represented at county level (most notably 

in hockey and cricket) and enjoy a solid sports scholarship track record, we have also built a strong 

tradition of participation. Our best sporting teams are selected without compromise and play to win. 

But we arrange fixtures for children of all abilities, so they too experience a sense of belonging, the 

coach ride to an away game and the match tea afterwards.

Our Leadership Programme isn’t relegated to a yearly away day but carefully crafted into everyday 

life at the school: Prefects, Heads of School, Sports Captains and School Council members, to list 

just a few important roles, are all opportunities for leadership. In a world of texts and tweets it is also 

vital for children to learn how to enter into effective dialogue. We will have failed if we produce able 

children who can only mumble at the floor. 

Of equal importance is what we learn from each other and by reflecting upon our own conduct. 

A stroll across the leafy grounds to the weekly church service is part of the heartbeat and communal 

life of the school. Here is where sports teams are read out by captains. Captains chosen by rotation, 

not by sporting prowess, so each child has the opportunity to command and inspire their team.

“Capacity and aptitude for leadership? 
 This is where it starts”

leading
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Giving children room to grow is central to our philosophy at Beachborough. And the way 

we approach music, the creative arts and an impressive breadth of co-curricular activities

is clear evidence of this. 

Music at Beachborough is designed to engender a lifelong appreciation. Our exam 

success is happily incidental. From the age of five, all children are given an instrument and 

encouraged to explore and participate. Sometimes we uncover latent talent, sometimes 

sheer determination. As children progress through the school their musical education is 

enriched by a comprehensive schedule of recitals, competitions and charity events together 

with formal tuition for those who choose it. High proportions join one of the four choirs, 

cultivating team spirit and the thrill of performing.

Intellectually and creatively, art at Beachborough is exceptional. Through a multiplicity of 

mediums, from power drills to pastels, every child learns new disciplines and has a broad 

canvas for self-expression. Thoughtfully displayed, the astonishing output which adorns the 

Manor is quintessentially Beachburian; individual excellence celebrated in an energetic and 

joyous way. Needless to say, scholarships follow.

Drama at Beachborough is not just about learning lines and dressing up, it is about 

developing empathy, growing emotionally and being part of something. Whether a child 

yearns for a leading role, to be part of the chorus, or a back-stage hand we make sure that 

everybody gains from their involvement. From Shakespeare to Oscar Wilde, Nativity plays

in the Church or the spectacularly staged musicals such as Aladdin shown here, we are 

certain that both you and your child will enjoy this shared and creative experience.
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“Inspiration, guidance and 
 perseverance culminating 
 in excellence”

creat ing



Our extensive co-curricular programme at Beachborough is all about passion. When formal 

classes are over, staff and parents have the opportunity to pass on their enthusiasms to the 

next generation. From archery and philosophy to mechanical Lego and building a racing car, 

the list is long and varied. All children develop a healthy balance in their life when real 

importance is attached to their time outside the classroom. Some also reap the rewards of 

competing in these activities at county and regional level. 

As well as the expansive weekly programme, Beachborough offers many opportunities for 

enrichment outside the school; from residential outward-bound weeks and music tours, to 

RSC workshops at Stratford and foreign language excursions, the opportunities are bountiful 

and encapsulate the breadth of education to which we aspire. For our older children, understanding life beyond the school 

gates is of equal importance. From the sanctuary of the 

classroom, a comprehensive syllabus sympathetically opens 

up the workings of world, addressing challenges, fears and

responsibilities. Role models play a part too. All children benefit 

from viewing the good conduct of those influential to them, and 

our International Gap year students help inspire even the most 

senior of pupils. Equally vital is making children accountable for 

the community in which they live. Our school council is a fine 

example of this; chaired by a Senior Prefect, the policies they 

devise are debated and implemented. Children learn from an 

early age that power comes with responsibility.

“Passion and understanding”enriching
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Your child spends many formative years of their life at Beachborough. Here, attitudes 

towards studying, responsibility, confidence and leadership are shaped. These are 

attributes that we foster continually and unequivocally; a characteristic often remarked 

upon by their future Senior Schools.

And what about life after Beachborough? We are not a hot house but nor are we the 

antithesis of this. Although parents rejoice when their children win scholarships, it is 

our ability to successfully match a child to a Senior School which our parents really 

value. We are not a major feeder to any one school. Rather, our experience and 

knowledge of over 30 Senior Schools, combined with an understanding of each 

child’s academic potential, personality and capacity for self-belief, allow us to place 

individuals in the right school where they will continue to thrive. INTERESTED IN DISCOVERING MORE?

excelling
To take the next step please contact the Registrar,
on 01280 700071 or registrar@beachborough.com

AFTER BEACHBOROUGH

Starting a new school can be daunting for both children and parents. We understand the importance 

of communication and friendships and do all we can to encourage this process. Children at 

Beachborough are taught how to take responsibility for their own feelings, and to look out for others, 

and a well-designed Buddy System helps those joining the Prep School to integrate smoothly into 

the culture and routine of school life. For parents, address books, termly planners, class reps and 

an active Beachborough Association Committee ensure that you are guided, informed and given the 

opportunity to meet and socialise with other parents. This is, in part, how we earn our reputation of 

being a friendly and unpretentious school. 

You will know once inside Beachborough if it’s the school for you. But let us set your expectations; 

expect the children you pass to say hello, expect doors to be held open for you, expect to hear 

laughter and learning. We love our school and hope you will too. But don’t take our word for it. 

Read the Good School’s Guide and our Inspection reports. Talk to the teachers and children you 

meet on your visit. Come and feel the energy and enthusiasm for yourself.
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